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wife between them, may now take two wives, but, as a
general rule, the two men have the two wives in common.
In addition, polygyny of the more ordinary kind exists,
and is probably now increasing in frequency, as one of the
results of the diminished female infanticide." The pic-
turesque, but barbarous custom of hook-swinging is now
regarded with disfavour by the Government; and, in the
Mysore State, instead of a human being with strong iron
hooks driven through the small of the back, a little wooden
figure, named Sidi Vlranna, dressed up in gaudy attire,
and carrying a shield and sabre, is hoisted on high, and
swung round.
Abundant evidence exists in support of the belief that
some of the primitive tribes, as well as the slave (adscripti
glebce) and other depressed classes, once held a high posi-
tion, and were indeed masters of the land.    In a note on
the privileges of the servile classes, Mr M. J. Walhouse
writes that " many curious vestiges of their ancient power
still survive in the shape of certain privileges, which are
jealously cherished, and, their origin being forgotten, are
much misunderstood    These privileges are a remarkable
instance of survivals from an extinct state of society."   At
one of the agricultural ceremonies of the Badagas of the
Nilgiris, a Kurumba heads the procession, scattering frag-
ments of the sacred tud tree (Meliosma pungens\ brings
a few sheaves of millet (Setaria italica: tenai) to the
temple, and ties them to a stone set up at the main en-
trance.   At the festival of Siva at Tiruvalur in the Tanjore
district, the headman of the Paraiyans(Pariahs) is mounted
on the elephant with the god, and carries the chauri (fly-
flapper).   In Madras, at the annual festival of the goddess
of the Black Town, when the tali (marriage badge) is tied
round the neck of the idol, a Paraiyan is chosen to repre-
sent the bridegroom.    At the festival of some village god-
desses, a Paraiyan is honoured by being invested with the
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